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IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION

OR REVOCATION OF 'THE LICENSE OF ADMINISTRATIVEE ACTION

PROVISIONAL ORDER OF

Samarre J., Jelks, C,H.H.A.
DISCIPLINE

Cortificate No. 26NH14868°700
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FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE

: {Finalized by default
« onfipn| 4 ok hgle)
HOMEMAKER -HOME HEALTH AIDE H
IN THE STNTE OF NEW JERSEY ¢ F[NAL

This maltter wasg opened to the New Jersey dtalte Board of

Nursing (the *“Board”) upon receipt of information which the

Board has reviewed and upon which the following preliminary
£indingsg of fact and conclusions of law are made:

IINDINGS OF FAQT

1, Samarra J. Jelks (“Respondent”) 18 a c¢certified

homemakex-home health aide in the State of New Jersey and has

been a licensee at all times relevant hercto. (Exhibit A).
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2, Upon receipt of a flagging notice indicating that
Resgpondent was arrested on September 11, 2014 by the Mauchester
Township  pPolice for wviolation of N.J.8.,A. 2C:35-5B(2),
Distribute Heroin/Cocaine, N.J.S.A,  20:135-5B(3), Digtribute
Heroin/Cocaine, two l(2) counts N, J.8.A. 20:35-10A(1), Possess
Controlled Dangerous Substance Or Analog, N.J.8.A. 2C:35-10A(4),
Poggesslion of Ledg thap 50 Grams Mardijuana, and N.J,.8.A, 2C:36-
2, Poppess Drug Paraphernalia, the Board gsent a leltter of
inguiry, requesting certain dinformation and submission of
documents, to Regpondent's address of record in Manchesgter

Township, New Jersey, via regulay and certified mall on or about

Septomber 25, 2014, (Exhibit B). A response was due within
twenty (20) days, The regular mailing was not returned; the
certified malling was returned as “Unclaiwed.” (Exhibit C),

3. 170 dalte, Regpondent has not responded to the Board's

request fox information.

! CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Regpondent’s failure to respond to the Board’s request for

inforwation c¢onstitutes a failure Lo cooperate with a Board

investigation, in contravention of N.J . A.C. 13:45C-1.2 and 1,3,
which the Board deems professional misconduct -pursuant to

NOJ.S8.A.  45:1-21{e), subjecting Reppondent to disciplinary
action pursuant to N.J.S.A, 45:1-21(h).
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Certified homemaker-home health aldes provide care to some
of the wmost vulnerable wmembers of our socisty -~ the Infirm
elderly. They have unfetlered access to the homes, parsonal
pogsessions, bank accounts and g¢redit cards of Ltheir olderly

patients, Posgible addiction to illegal substances or alcsohol

raise particular concern asg cerbilicate holders who have not
obtained appropriate treatwment wmay pose a risk to the safety and

security of those individualg entrxusted to thelir

care, Respondent.'s arrest for druyg related conduck combined

with her lack of cooperation with the Board’s i1nquiry are

gufficlient indicatlon that Respondent‘s continued practice as a
homemakar home heaith aide way jeopardize the safelty and welfare

of the public such that diagnostic testing and monitoring or

psychological evaluation are warvanted as a “~condition of

continued certification purguant to N.J.8.7A, 45:1-22{e) and (f)

and N,J.8.A, 45:1-21(1).

ACCORDINGLY, IT I8 on thisg \g\*’_f{ day of Agaygk -7, 2015,
ORDERED that, UPON ~1THE FILING OF A" FINAL ORDER oOF

DISCIPLINE:

1. Regpondent’s certiflcate to practicve ag a howmemaker-
home health aide will be sguspended until such Lime asg Respondent

cooperates Fully with the Board's investigation by providing the
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Board with the information requested in the Board’'s letter of
inquiry and demonsgtrates compliance with paragraph 2 helow,

2. Reaspondent shall,

a, Provide tCthe Board with evidence that phe is
capable of didgcharging the Functions of a
certificate holder in a manner consistent with
the public’g health, safety and welfare and Chat
she is not Lthen suffering from any impairment o
limitation repulting from the uge of any
addictive substance which could affect her

practice,

b. Provide LC(he Board with an in-depth, current
evaluation from a licensed c¢linical alcohol and
drug counselor or psychiatrist or psychologist
knowledgeable in addiction therapy who is aware
of the circumstances of Respondent’s arrest and
this Provisional Order of Discipline and who has
been pre-approved by the Board. Regpondent shall
provide documentation that she has cowplied with
all recommendations of the licensed c¢linical
aleohol and drug counselor or psychiatrist or

psycholoygist.
¢, Affirmatively establish her fitness, competence

and capacity to re-enter the active practice ag a
cortified homemaker-home health aide within New

Jarsey,
3, Upon the filing of a FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE,

Reapomdent shall refrain from engaying in the practice as a

homemaker-howe health aide and shall not represent herself ap a
homemaker-home health ailde until such time as her certification
is  reinstated. Any practice dn this State prior Lo such

reinstatement shall constitute grounds for a chargye of
unlicensed practice,
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4. Upon the [iling of a [FINAL. ORDER OF DISCIPLINE,
Regpondent shall promptly, within 5 (five) days, wmail her
cartificate, wall and wallel version, to  practice as  a
homemaker-home health alde to Twalema Khonje, dtate Board of
Nurging, 2.0, Box 45010, Newark, New Jersey 07101.

5. Respondent ig provisionally assessed a civil penally
in the amount of two hundred dollarvs ($200). bayment shall be
made by certified check, bank cashier check, or woney order
payable to "State of New Jersey,” or by wire tiransfer, direct
deporit, ox credit card payment delivered or malled to Twalena
Khonje, Stalte Board of Nuxsing, P.O., Box 45010, Newark, New
Jersey 07101. Any othexr form of payment will be rejected and
will be returned to the party making the payment. Payment shall

be made no later than f£ifteen (15) days after the date of filing

of a FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE. In the event Regpondent fails
to make a timely payment, a certificate of debt shall be filed

in accordance with N.J.8.A, 45:1-24 and the Board may bring such

other proceedings apg authorized by law.

6. The within ordexr shall be subject to fipalization by

the Board at 5:00 p.m, on the 30t gay following entry hereof

unless Regpondent requests a wmodificabion oxr dipmisgal of the

above gtated Pindings of Fact or Conclusions of Law by:

Sgubmitting a written reguest for modification or

a)
dismigsal to Twalema Khonje, State Board of
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Nursing, 124 Halpey S8treel, 8Sixth Flooxr, P.0, Box
45010, Newark, New Jersgey 07101,

b) Setting forth in wrilting any and all reasons why
gald findings and conclusions should be wmodified

oxr dismiesed.
c) Submitting any and all documentd or other written

evidence supporting Respondent’s reduest for
consideration and reagons Lherefor or offered in

mitigation of penalty.
7. Any submizsions will be reviewed by the Boaxd and the
Board will thereafter determine whether further proceedings are

neceaeggary. If no waterial dipcrepancies are raised through a

supplemental submlggion during the thirty-day period, or if the
Board 1is not perpuaded that the submitted materials werit

further consideration, a FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE will be

enterad,
8. In kthe event thal Respondenlt’s gubmissions esgltablish a

nead for further proceedings, including, but not limited to an

evidentiary hearing, Respondent shall be notified with regard

thereto, In khe event that an evidentiary hearing 1lg ordexed,

the preliminary [Lindings of fact and conclugions of law

contained herein may serve as notice of the factual and legal

allegations in such proceeding. Further, in the event.a hearing
is held and upon review of the record, the Board chall not be

limited to the findings, conclusions and sancltions stabted

herein,
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9, In the event that the Board yredeives no writton
requegt for modificatlion or dismissal within 30 days following

entry of thig Provisional Order of Discipline, without further

Board review, all referenced preliminary PFindings of Fact and
Conclusions of Law and all provigional sanctions or penalties

imposed by this Order shall automaticnily becgome Lthe Final

Daecision and Oxder of Lhe Boaxd., Thereaflter, Reaspondent’s

fallure to comply with any sanction or penalty impoaed by this

order shall be considered a violation of a Boaxrd Order in

contravention of N.J.8,A. 45:11-21 {(8) and (1) and N.J.A,.C,

13:45C~1.4 and may subject Respondent to additional wsanation

and/ox penalty.

10. 'he Board reserves the right to initiate disciplinary

proceedings based upon any information that  Respondent

ultimately provides in response to the letter of inquiry oxr upon

any new information the Board receives.

NEWuJERSEY s ¥ BOARD OF NURSING

By: ;,(éigzéaﬂJ‘i:;;é%zﬁyif;::'

patwicia Murphy, php,” Apn"7
President
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